POLITICS AND POLITICIANS
HPHERE are various classes of mankind who
J- seem peculiarly capable of exciting the
resentment, or, it may be, the professed con-
tempt of their fellow-citizens. Clergymen,
lawyers, medical men, appear at all times to
have their instinctive enemies, and to them may
now be added politicians, if constant allusions
in current writings be good evidence of popular
opinion. Ignorance, incompetence, mendacity,
low craft, selfish indifference to higher interests,
and sometimes actual financial corruption, such
are among the allegations freely launched,
albeit in such general terms that no retribution
in the courts can follow. If, however, there be
any one who wishes to judge fairly the class
impugned, it behoves him to learn something
of the conditions under which they have to
work.
Now, politics implies the business of govern-
ing, and governing means the art of steering,
both in letter and in fact. Further, steering
implies wind, waves, and rocks, and the success
of the steersman or captain depends on the
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